










3 or philosophy. 

There is no doubt that President Harris believed that all students 

would be better prepared Jor life if exposed to culturally refining ex-

p eriences. That he set up no mandatory program to· channel them into 

courses in the fine arts is perhaps an evidence of his expectation 'that.·· 

many students would take such courses on their own initiative if 

.attractive opportunities were afforded them on a. campus pervaded :by :;a 

c~ltural atmosphere. The .large numbers of non-majors whci particip~~~d 
the art, music, and speech and drama classes and activities, as.,.well ~s .. 

the sizeable proportion who attended the cultur.~l o~ferings ;r the:.H?br- · 

ersity would suggest that .this expectation was substa:ntial.ly f.ulfiTl,eCi. 
,·.·· 

. · •. ,,\ .. ,.,, •• , 'I·' 

The establishment of the new college.· was evidentiy .seen l?P th(;~~·~~:< 
. : . ' . ., :. ., :: .i .. ~ :' ·•' . . . ' ~ ' . :· 

.. ~o~tri butor t~ the ~uit~ral .benefit of the gen~ral\ ·~am~liE< corri~~~~:t~y·,. ~~c( 
··>. 

' '' ~lso, as ,a center for f~ller development of s·tude.n:ts seek~~~ specialized ,', 

fnstruction inthe fine ~~t~. Th~ l925-26B.i~U:::~C:ah~l~:k·~ri~o~A6"~:&:··i•.tne·· 
. . . . '.· 

·new ooil~ge VJi th the foll;1Ni.n'g stat~~ent (page 45): •. ·' 
., '~:. :·· :· .:.; . ' ~-• . :· ' •. : •. ' . • . !'' .. : : '};;··~. :1 

. :>Th~ · p~iicy of the Unb!ersi,ty has. always: pro.viaed f·6'{i 
; patronage :cir. tb.e arts~ ·A 'cons'i,arrtiy .,gr6wittg Cie.si're'' to.·· 
:opportunities .to those whose inclinations.'and talents' l 
this .field resulted in the organiz13.tionof t~e 'College of. 

' .... · .. , 

·.Pu bi:it~ .P;;::l~ltnJ:N:~:o£J:::::.c.lZ:v;~:::t;o::~t t:i~J.· .· . 
.. Majors anci.·inino.rs may ·n'e selectea :from the .. work. off . 
. named de,partrriemts~. It ~13. ,the aim .of the ·.admini\"'~.ratio·n 
courBe:offered'inthe Go.llege, ltiad:Lng,to,a·aegree.•,' th,e .. 

. equi~a:i'·ent,, .. (~.: .• otlJ:er.: g~~e.ral :29i~~g;.~· ~c)~t~.e~.~ .,qi~ . .f~:r:Lng .·~r 
,mainly in respect·· to, th;·e .•empha::;l:s:p~ac·edupon.t.he·:s.tu:dY .o 
arts .. Graduates receiv§ the Degree of Bachelor·:of· .·Arts 
of· Science; <·.i · • '·· · · ·' . • 

.. of the College of Fine· Arts are·:excepti . .w..a. ..... ,..LJ 

heads of t'he departrri~·nts in thi·s·· ;College,. 
the instructors have received . . ' ·... ' . 
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study and travel in ·the recognized art centers of America and Europe .• 
Since all bring rich teaching experience, and the work is so divided 
as to place each specialist in his own fiild, a high sciholastic 
standing of work is assured. Adequate physical equipment for all 
departments has been provided. 

To come in contact with the traditionally high esteem in rwhich the 
Brigham Young University has always ·held the finer arts., in the natur-­
ally ~eautiful setting of which this scho61 boasts, should prove · 
insp~rational to students of any of the ~ine arts • 

. -,. 

The physical facilities of the 
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Dean Gerrit de Jong Jr. 

At ·the same time that it approved the formation of the new college, 

the Board of Trustees s.ppointed as its first .dean a European-born musician 

who was teaching languages at L.D.S. University in Salt Lake City. He was 

what might be called a Renaissance man--a broadly educated individual with 

a .zest for learning 1 a deep well of creativity, and an aesthetic sensi tiv.:... 

ity which made him an an excellent choice for the ~osition. 

Gerrit de Jong Jr. ~as born in Amsterdam, Holland, on March 20~ 1892, 

and attended school where every young.ster was expected to learn English, 

German, and French in addition to his native tongue... .He toO.k his f.ir.st 

piano lessons when he was eleven, and followed his early 

classes with the valuable experience of sk~tching from the art 
' ' ' 

in the celebrated Rijksmuseum of h:ls native ~itJ<. ~h~-'~ ~is f~ther's 
goods store burned down in 1906, the family ·moved .to Salt Lake City :tp 

: . . ·, . ·- :· 

near an aunt who had -j~ined the Mormons eari:L:e; •· :The deJori.gs 
' ' 

into t·he faith 'l:L'ate:r.:.·; ··'·"·:':.<,~· >::;.::'. 
. . . ,· 

The ;ounger de Jong cont:Lnu'ed his music.ai 'studles 

. :;: . ·mea~~ per.mit·t~:d, O:nd whe:n in :~1s::eari;~.;tw~:·~~-·e.sc::pe:ned 
at ::.lt.Lt ·.:·E~" :.S'outh·:.Templ;e ,st -~:,,t . Altho\u~h:r,lel:cki·?g;:.c~h~~·::i:t"sua1. 
~;: &~~iihds i . ~·. s Orv .. ~ •. ~~·· .. xnh ~'ib .•. ~ii· ~G t i!. ··~ f 't~~ '"!~; ~oc~ ~~r d\ ,;;~ > .• .. 
Uta}1, 191,6~18, and as instructor inl~nguag~·J:; ~fL. D:s.u.·~ 

· .. ·:... ··.·· 

. t?~· iatt~r: 'p~~iod he a:i~6 di·1~ected t_h~ s~iiri .. ~.·-~.·_.:e"'}J,-•ng}~r.s_:· .. m.·.~_:'ie . 
. ,;,.; '· .. -" :d.",'";, 

ed the ·4-2~:piec~ 'Men.delssohri Orch~str-~,· and ~ay~ piano . . .. , 

In'-·19·11 M:,·had marri·ed :RosabeLb~· W:i:n'egar 
':,,. •'·: 

'parents of. one son, 



T? 

She died in 1940, In 1951 he married Thelma Bonham, a former school 

principal at Aberdeen, Idaho, who later became a supervisor of secondary 

education at B.Y.U. 

The dean-designate was not a stranger to either the B.Y.U. campus or 

its president. He had taught French and Spanish during the 1922 summer 

session at the University, and Dr. Harris enrolled his oldest daughter., 

Arlene, in both classes. While teaching in the Church school in Salt 

Lake City, one of Prof. de Jong 1 s faculty associates was ·Marion L. Harris, · 

a brother of the president. 
. ·: ..... ' 

11 Everyone seems pleased at your coming,'' D;. H~rris wrote to t1l:e riew·· 

appointee immediately after the public announcement. He asked h~~ ,to come 

to the campus soon to get acquainted with the faculty ahd\o p;ep~{.e a:: . 

writeup for the annual. catalog whi.ch was ·to go to press the l1ext mon-t?ti.·' 

Prof. de Jong complied., and in addition to the catalog material helped 

prepare a 2()-page illustra.,ted 'brochur~ .which th~' u~iver~icti' publ±she 

August to announce the new college and the progra~.s ,;J ·its three 

.inents. ,· · He moved to Pr~.vo on Aug .•. 1. t{ begiri hi~ dutie~·, 
.' ~ -:. ..-,:· :--:j,:,;;:-.-"· .. -. ·; 

studio -office iri :the:·: Golleg.e :···Bl,~g;):;·,.;,Jfe:.inst~ii~·~,,:hi~·: o:¥l.k 
·. :::' .' .'· . ' . ··•.; 

grand piano for use in, giving .private lessons; arid. ci . . ' .. . 

desk for his teaching arid ad:~ni~t;EJ.ti~:~ m~t'~;l·als .. 
;·:·~~.: ( \1 < I ' ; ,1, • •:·~ '• \" 

essor of modern languages his tea.ching c{ssi~~~:e~t .':b~g.i'rini~g' 
..... ·-:. · .... ·····.·::-:::·· . 

_,·.·. /:·• 

· : .. was .all c·ourses in German .and. :the' .~tv~:~·::~~d'i1:S:::t·0;·M:':~·~:·.:~F~\:~ ... sh{ .. , .. 

in height .,and:·;:•'.ofh. afl:i.letic''bii.ildt 
' . ··.. ·.,·. . 

... ..... . 

A little over six feet 

>:.Jong was an impressive figure as h~;·w~;L~·~d thr_o.~g~ ~h.~~'~;;,_~p~s. 
' :I • •' .,.,• ;' • :; .... '.~·. ,'> •: 

His face was unlined, with a small mousfach.e un:der 

matching in color his thick brown hai:r: 

from a high forehead. 

: . -~. '· . . 
.. ·· 
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At y; the nevi dean was younger than any .of t:be department chairmen 

in the college he was to administer. Elbert B. Eastmond, pro£essor of 

art, was 49; T. Earl Yardoe, professor o~ public .speaking, was 40; and 

Florence J·epperson Madsen, ·professor o:f music, was j8. F'rom the outset 

he ·contributed enthusiastic leadership t.o the entire' college., and served 

as a strong supporter of each department .• He also encouraged ·his facui.ty 

in their ±ndiv.idual:i.:acade:riJic .: studies.: and,,creativeJ.ac±.X~!ities~ and,:"att.empted 

to pro·vide. examples. for ·them ·himse.lf. Among 
;,., 

bers in the 

uate degree was 
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Growth in Enrollment and. Faculty · 

During its ·.fir.st year, 1925-26, the new college enrolled 95 majors, 

not counting students enrolled in summer school .• · The e·nrollment figur.es 

by classes were~ seniors, 10; juniors, 18; s~phomor~~~~i~; freshmen, 37; 

special stude~tE ~part-time enrollees) 10~ The col·-

lege total represented'? per 




