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THE COLLEGE OF FINE ARTS AND COMMUNICATIONS

Eetablishment of the Goliege

At the mld—p01nt of Brlgham Young Unlver51tj“s firs%-cehtﬁryQTWhen

trength under its fourth pre51dent

the'inutltutlon was galnlng academlc E

y the‘es abllshment of a College of Flne Arts.

a bold 1nnovatlen was made b

Altheugh many unlversltles had begun to aocord academlc standlng to educa—

ural courses, there‘

tion in the arts and to’ set up,, departments to oifef cﬁ

ﬁ.was almost no precedent for theiformatlon of afs

vi{/wee more ‘than twé de

: combine-suehhdepartments under a dean., Indeed

1evel since the beglnnlng

ry school

'college level 51nce the establlshment of it




During the first year of the Harris administration the Schools of Ed-
wyeation and Arts and geiences were renamed as Colleges, and two more were
addedf the College of Commerce and Business Administration (latér renaméd'
College of Commerce) and the College of Applied Science.vxﬁlsb forméd?wergh

the Evten5¢on D1v1510n, Resedrch Division, and Graduate DiViSioni(later,:V

named the Graduate School). This was the pattern of organiiatién thréugh '
1924-25, by which tlme the cumulatlve enrollment had leaped to 1 2oh

In-a'meeting on Tuesday, Aprll 21, 1925, the Board of Truqtees acted

upon'the recommendatlon of pr. Harris to form a Ffifth undergraduate collegé
the Coliege'of‘Fine'Arts. At the weekly faculty meetlng at noon

following Monday, "Pre51uent Harris reported the orgwnlzatlon of a new

College of Fine Arts to 1nclude the work of the Departments of Art

’and Public Speaklng and Dramatlc Art nt ThlS compTeted the undergraduate

college structure of the Un1Ver51ty Whlch conthued unchanged throughout
fhe”remalnlng 20 years of the Harrls admlnlstratlon and also

-perlod Whlch iollowed. ;

Board of Trustees Mln
Faculty Mlnutes, Vol 12 ek
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remarked on his love for the 1iterary and artistic

' a teaching colleague
offerings -as well as.the scientific, and the man who served as his closest

associate for & quarter_centu:y recalled:
unded education. He had one. He '

knowledge in more fields of 1earning than any person
r field of study was science, he loved
£ the accomplish-

Pr. Harris phelieved in a well-ro

nad a better working
of my acqualntdnce. Though his majo
the classlcs 4in literature, art., and nmusic, and knew O
bhrough the centurlas of the great artists in- these areas.

|
ThLS 1nterest wWas’ translated 1ntoxsignificant personal. and budgetary

suppoft of the College of Flne Arts and 1ts acthltles hy Dr. Harrls dur_v'
ng-ﬁis entire admlnlstratlon. tHis suppoft made posslble the development
certs andllectures of the flrst ran

of a contlnulng serles of guest con

b-and the growth of a dlstlngulshed collectlon“of art works;,-

Curlously, however, the pre51dent 8, enthusfasm for thevflne.aftg*

'“not refleoted in the general educatlon program W 1ch was prescrlbed fo

raduate students at B.YLU Beglnnlng in 1921 hls flrst year,‘an‘

) underg

‘contlnulng through&ft hls tenur:’.candldates for the baccalaureate'degr"

. courses,

a to present be51de thelr maaor and-mlno

were requlre

ch_of the follow1ng'areas.: Mathematlcs and

A'educ

ter hours o; credlt re'

Léﬁiqégééf (The number of quar

present 15 quarter hours_offapproved

cmu51c, s'eech, archaeology 11terature,

1assmate, Dr. George R.ﬁ

tah State Agrlcult
and Unlvers




or philosophy.7

There is no doubt that President Harris believed that all studenté
would be better prepared for life if exposéd to oulturally‘réfiningbex~
periences. That he set up no mandatory program to' channel them imnto
courses in the fine arts is perhaps an évidence of his exPeCta%ié#‘théfj

many students would take such courses on thelr own initiative if

-»attractive opportunities weie afforded them on a. campus pefvaded*by“u

cultural atmosphere. The large numbeps of non-majors whd_participaVed.Lnb

the art, music, and Speech and drama classes and act1v1t1e5 aS‘Well

'the Slzeable proportlon who attended the cultural offerlngs Of'theran—'

Maaofé and - mlnorslmay Be selectedvfrém the wor
It 1s the alm of the admlnl:

arts.
of Sc1ence.

préparedk
“the maJorlt”




{ i study :and traveél in ‘the recognized art centers of America and Burope.
:Since all bring rich teaching experience, and the work is so divided
as Lo place each sSpecialist in his own field, a high scholastic
standing of .work is assured. Adequate physical equipment fox all
departments has been provided. S '

To .come in contact with the traditionally high esteem in :which the "
Brlgh am Young University has always. held the finer arts, in the natur~
ally beautiful setting of which this school ‘boasts, should prove .

: 1nsp1rat10na1 to studen+5 oi any of the flne arts__' T




Dean Gerrit de Jong Jr.

At the same time that it approved the formation of the new college,
the Board of Trustees appointed as its first dean a Buropean-born musiecian
who was teaching languages at L.D.S. University in Salt Lake City. AHe,waE -
TWhat‘might be cailed'a Renaissance man--a broadly educated individual.with::_l~'
a zeut for learning, a deep well of creat1v1£y, and. an aesthetic senslt1§; 

1ty Whlch made him an an excellent choice for the povltlon.

Gerrit de Jong Jr. Was born in Amsterdam, Heolland, on March 20 1892

and ‘attended school where eve ry youngster was expected to 1earn Engllsh

'_"German.1 and French in addition to his native tongue,: He took hlS flrot
plano lessons when he was.eleven, and followed hlS early school draw1ng

classes with the valuable expnrlence of sketchlng from the art masterp eces

in the celebratcd ngksmuseum of hlS natlve 01ty.¢'When hls father‘s Qr

the famlly moved o Salt Lake Clty t"”

goods store burned down'in 1906

T3Utdh 1916_18

and as: 1nstructor in languag s at L.D.S.T.




She died in 1940. In 1951 ‘he married Thelma Bonham, a Tormer school
principal at Aberdeen, Idazho, who later became a supervisor of secondary
education at B.Y.U.
The deah—designate was not a stranger to either the B.Y.U. campus or
president. He had taughtvFrench and Spanish during the 1922 summef'
session at the University, and Dr. Harris enrolled his dldest daughter,

Arlene, in both classes. While teaching in the Church school in 8Salt

Lake City, one of Prof. de Jong's faculty associateS'Wastarion L:ZHarrié;jf

a brother of the president.

NEveryone séehs*pleééed'at your. ccming,”'Drh Harrls wrote to the new

appeintee 1mmedlate1y after the publlc announcement He asked hlm to come

to the campus soon to get acqualnted w1th the faculty and to prepare a

writeup for the annual catalog whlch Was. to go to press the neyt monthJ

Prof de Jong Complled, and 1n addltlon to the catalog materlal helped to

prepare a, 20~page lllustrated brochure whlch the Un1vers1ty publlsh d.l

'f.ments,a He moved to Proﬂo on Aug" 1 toﬁbegln

ﬁi?édés. His face was unliﬁed,”wifﬁ’é'éﬁalifﬁb'

:ﬁnéé métching in color his thick brownAhai:yWhibh~was:boﬁ%?dlsfralght-

lb_ck'ffém a high forehead. -




8
vht Ej'the new dean was younger than any:of the department chairmen

4in the college he was to aﬁminisﬁerf Elbért"ﬂ.fEaétmond,,ProfesBor.of

art, was 49; T. Earl.Pardoé; ﬁrofessor of_phblic.speaking, wés'qo; and,

Florence Jepperson Madsen1 profesuor of mu5¢c, was 78 From'thesoutset 0

;he-contributed-enthusia tlc leadershlp to the entlre college,;and séfvedgl

as a strong supporter of each depdrtmenta'd He dlSO encouraged hlS faculty
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growth in Enrollment and Faculty
~26, the mew college enrolled 95 majors,

25
gl

The -enrollment figures

During its flrst year, 1925
s enrolled in summer school

‘seniors, 10; 18
e enrollees) lO unmatrlcul

junlors,

not counting .student

by classes were

spe01al students (part tln

e-mjef'd;‘b»aic.heamrzi!






